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PsaLM XXXVII. XII. 


The Wicked plotteth againſt the Juſt, and gnaſheth 
upon him with his Teeth. 


T has always been a very aſtoniſhing Inquiry among 
the wiſeſt and beſt Men, Why God permits wicked 
Men to injure and deſtroy the Good ? For tho we 
are ſure that the Conduct of Divine Providence is 
always infinitely Wiſe and Holy, Juſt and Good; 
yet the Reflection upon this one Point, That God ſuffers 
is People to fall under the Power, and the Inſults, and 
ruelty of the Wicked; is apt to make a deep Impreſſion 
pon our Thoughts, and a little ſhock the moſt ſteddy and 
noſt pious Mind! Tis this Argument is the Subject of = 
his Pſalm; and the Holy Pſalmift's Meditation upon it, is 
Welipn'd to vindicate the Divine Conduct, ſupport the Af- | 
licted under it, and direct us to look forward to the End 4 
ff the Wicked, when God ſhall cut off the Evil. daers, / 
nd treat *emaccordigg to the inexpreſſible Malice, Trea- 
hery, and Cruelty they have ſhew'd to the Righteous ;_ | 
hich are all pointed at in the Text: The Wicked plotteth ; 
gainſt the Fuft, and gnaſbeth upon him with his teeth, The 
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ings here particularly intimated to us, are, 


1. The Enmity and Malice of the Wicked againſt the 
uſt, This is repreſented by an Action that ſignifies inex- 
reſſible Envy, and the moſt keen and eager Deſire to do 
diſchief : For becauſe they can't always gain their Point, 
ut Almighty Power holds their Hand, and diſappoints -j 
cir Purpoſe, they expreſs their fierce Inclination by b 
paſhing of their teeth ! Thus the Height of their Wic- i._ 
edneſs is ſignify'd by the Motion and Malice of the = 
pamn'd; for in Hell there is gnaſhing of teeth! 196 is 4 
| A 2 98 their 


4 A SERMON preachd to 
their Reſentment and Rage on a view of their defeate 


Power: but when God is pleas'd to permit em, their M In. 
lice is brought into action; and the Children of God Malic 
have always felt the terrible Effects of their Enmity a Innoc 
wicked Inclination, by Cruelties that are not to be qMinjuric 
preſs'd. For, 1 offenſſ 
B VVV Piety 

22. The Teæt intimates their continu'd Reſolution, a Implo 
Art, and Cunning, in order to ruin and deſtroy the Juſt, IM be re: 
Conſpiracy of the Wicked is ſtrong and ſecret, and th lf wie 
Reſolution is never dropt, tho it often lie out of (ighifthey v 
*Tis the conſtant Purpoſe and Intention of their Mu rhy f 
and has always been their Practice. Every Age has ginfMWuſt ? 
Inftances of their Malice; and from the Blood of AWodious 
down to that of Zacharias, from the Blood of the Hifority 
Feſics down to this Age, the Sighs, and Tears, and B Thund 

of the perſecuted Servants of our Holy Redeemer, led on 
been an Evidence of the Malice of the Enemies of (em for 
and our A7 Religion, The Reflection upon this did bey in 
much affect the Holy Pſalmift's Mind; and he frequei on of 
preſents his Complaint to God upon this account. TI . 
Pial. 35. 7. For without cauſe have they hid for me i 1. 18 
Net in a Pit, which without cauſe they have digged fo e the 
Soul. And Pal. 38. 13. They alſo that ſeek after my Hot me 

lay ſnares for me; and they that ſeek my hurt, ſpeak Nite Me 

| chie vous things, and iinagine Deceits all the day long. Ind pa 
| Pſal. 140. 1, 2. Deliver me, O Lord, from the evil Meak in 
| preſ rve me from the violent Man, Which imagine miſchiſ hot rigi 
their Heart: Continually are they gather d together for Moves a 

But it is not my deſign to colle& the Proofs that mightWuted t 
brought to evince that this 15 the wretched Temper Wo this 
Practice of the Wicked; but I ſhall purſue my MeditatWiings g 
under theſe three Heads. PT oo Be ma lous M 

| FAY „„ | | inſt g 

J. Inſiſt a little upon the Cauſes of this Enmity and Nhe Juſt 
lice of the Wicked againſt the Juſt, _ ind, jt 

II. Expole this wretched Temper by a view of the Fi verfion 


agine 
o know 


Wickedneſs of lt. 
III. Sdew you the moſt proper and becoming Behaqhat obſer 
of Good Men upon this Reflection, with a peq often 
1 Relpect to this Day, and the Occaſion of It. other 
ill ſerve for the Improvement and ApplicatiaÞd ver 
1 eur KN ee enSc.,.!: OL. Ate ron te 
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the Proteſtants of Ireland. 3 

In conſidering the Cauſes of this horrid Enmity and 
Malice, there is ſufficient matter to ſurprize us, For the 
Innocence and Purity of Good Men being in no reſpect 
injarious to the Wicked, one would think it ſhould not be 
offenſive to em. *Tis aſtoniſhing indeed, that Virtue and 
Piety ſhould provoke: And theſe being the Character and 
Imployment of good Men, how can any that pretend to 


Ibe reaſonable Creatures, hate and conſpire againſt em? 


If wicked Men will be filthy, let em be filthy till; and if 
they will be unrighteous, let em be unrighteous ſtill. But 


Iwhy ſhould they conſpire, and gnaſh their teeth upon the 


aft ? which is a moſt perverſe and fooliſh Envy, and an 


odious unaccountable Impiety. For good Men are the Se- 


ority and Safety of the bad: Tis for their ſakes the 
hunders of the Almighty are kept back, and are not dar- 


ed on their heads, and they have Time and Space given 


em for Repentance, that they alſo might be ſav'd ; while 
hey inſult and perſecute them that pray for em in imita- 
jon of their Lord, But let's view the Reaſons of this. 


I. Tenorance, and the ſtrong Prejudices that reſult from it, 
pre the Cauſe of this wretched Enmity and Malice. I do 
ot mean here a ſimple Ignorance, to which God in inh- 


ite Mercy ſhews great Compaſlion, and does both heal 


ind pardon : for where the Meaſures of Knowledg are 
eak in a ſincere and honeſt Mind, Infinite Goodnels does 
ot rigidly exact; but the Divine Conduct in Judgment 
noves according to what a Man has, and the Talents diftri- 
ted to us, not according to what we have not. And 
no this Ignorance will beget Prejudices,. and in many 
dings give a falſe turn to the Judgment of an honeſt and 
ious Man; it never riſes up to that Envy and Malice a- 
aint good Men, nor that Rage and Conſpiracy againſt 
ne Juſt here intimated. Bat there is a wilful Blindneis of 
ind, in which there is a Hatred of Knowledg, and an 


verſion to be inſtructed and taught : For tho tis bard to 


agine that any Man ſhould hate Light, and reſolve not 
d know and underſtand the Truth; yet when we cannot 


at obſerve, that this Enmity againſt God and good Men 
W often found moſt prevalent in the Minds of People, who 


n other accounts merit the Character of very Learned 


nd very Wile : It's evident that there is an obſtinate A- 8 
erlion to Divine Ku) wledg, which is the Reaſon gh the 8 
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the Proteſtants of Ireland. 7 
ary and Malice, but that the Cauſe of em is the Influ- 


ce of the Devil upon the Mind; and upon this account 
5 de Holy ee St. Paul, Rom. 1. 30. calls ſome Men Ha- 
al ers of God, and ſpiteful Perſecutors : for that's the juſt 


geaning of the words, 8oovyes, Ugeigds, which ſignify an 
nity againſt God, wrought up by the Influence of the 


re evil, the reſult of which is a hatred of them that love 
ovy Mod fear him: for they that are Enemies to Goodneſs, are 
ath, ways fo to them that love it. The Favour of God to 


00d Men, is the Torture and Vexation of the Wicked. 
The proper Character of Envy is to repine at others Hap- 
nels : and as this Principle appear d in the Devil in his 


cked Witempt upon our Firſt Parents, and purſuit of Holy Joh; 

ſuch Wb it has in all his Conduct. He inſpires the Subjects of his 
eems MKingdom with this Spirit, and they readily improve in it, 
abe ot only out of Ignorance and Paſſion, but Choice and 


and. Affection to Sin, and a wretched Enmity to God. 

and | 55 : 

wait BY 3. Ambition, and the Luft of Riches and Power, are the 
"ices, e of this Wickedneſs. Rapine is a great Motive to 
0 S0-Wevelty, and the eager deſite of Riches and Power whets 
aud e Maliceof the Wicked. I he great Conſpiracy of Ha- 
d ab n againſt the Jews was very much influenc'd by 
Aalice eſe, Ambition bad ſeiz d him, and ſettled his Re- 


lution. *T'was Covetouſneſs laid the Plot againſt inno- 
nt Naboth ;, and the holy Man's honeſt, tho humble Op- 


anne WOlition to it, provok'd Ahab's Fury, while Ambition and 
Jis ac- Newer form'd the Conſpiracy to cut him off. Tis a glo- 
is un- Nous part of Virtue to abhor Oppreſſion, and wiſely op- 
„ and ee a wicked Ambition; and becauſe good Men ſtan in 
ature e way of the Wicked, and prevent the accompliſhment 
1d the their Deſigns, wicked Men never did nor never will 
\ their M'eive them, but if poſſible ſatisfy their Revenge. 


It was theſe wretched Paſſions that heighten'd the Fury, 
d added Strength and Force to our Enemies in the Mafſa- 
e of this Day. Theſe urg'd them to purſue their Malice 
me, that the Brit:f Proteftants being extirpated, they 
ght rule alone: that the idle and lazy Irifþ might riot 
the Wealth and Subſtance of the induſtrious Proreftants ; 
that the Heads of the Rebellion might put on Dignity, 
d inveſt themſelves with Power. This Proſpect help'd to ME 
rden their Hearts, and ſtop'd their Ears. This took a- 
V natural Affection, and they were not touch d whe” EP 
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the Sighs and Cries of the Innocent. This took away 
the force of Infants Smiles, and of the Tears of fuckin 
Ba bes; for the Murderers dreaded the thought of Poſte. 
rity, and were apprehenſive that the Little Ones, if ſuf- 
fer'd to live, might reſent their Parents Murder, demand; 
juſt Satisfaction a6 their Blood, and throw off the Bon- 
dage of the Wicked, break their Chain, and reſtore that 
Holy Religion into which they had been baptiz d. Thus 
their Deſign not being only to Kill, but to take Poſſeſinn 
and Reign, Avarice whetted the Inclination to Miſchief 
and increas d the Rage, and Ambition cheriſh'd the ill Na 
ture, and work d it up to inexpreſſible Malice. 


4. Error and falſe Principles in a heated Mind are aus 
ther Canſe of this Malice of the Wicked againſt good Men, 
Theſe naturally run People into ſtrong and violent Preju- 
dices: and when falſe Notions are fix d in a warm Imaginz 
tion, the Judgment being perverted, the Temper changes 
of courſe ; the Affections grow corrupt, and furious Pal 
ſions being introduc'd, every thing becomes lawful, nay 
meritorious to em. A Mind naturally warm, in which 
the Paſſions move brisk and high, is eaſily ſet on fire wit 
miſtaken Zeal, and ſuch People neither know nor retiet; 
what Spirit they are of; if they can't cali down. Fire fron 
Heaven, they ſtir it up on Earth: for being uncapableo 

governing their own Minds, they are impatient. of the Go 
vernment of others. No Laws can oblige, nor no Coin: 
ſels cool their tumultuous Paſſions : Oppoſition provokes 
and they grow more fierce and ET in wicked Pri 
ciples, and reſolv'd on ill Purpoſes; for the very Con: 


ences of ſuch Men. become corrupt. This is indeed an alten oy 
_ niſhing Reflection, that that Principle or Operation 4 . En 
the Human Soul, which pas fo great an influence on all f 1 


Actions and Conduct of a rational Creature, ſhould bt 
Come a falſe Guide, and lead into Sins our Soul ſhould 
abhor. 5 „ 
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But this we are ſure is often the Caſe ; Conſcience it ſ 
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think that he doth God Service, Good God! How ſad 
«the Condition of ſuch a Soul ! For there is a peculiar 
Forcein the Expreſſion in this Text, 4&1 navgcinr meo- 
ele To Oe. It ſignifies that they had a full Perſuaſion in 
heir Mind, That it was a ſacred Piece of Divine Service, 


th nd 4 Sarr ifice peculiarly acceptable to God, to kill and murder 
401 | Now this ſhows the force of ill Principles, and how far 
» ey may carry a wicked Mind, even to violate the com- 


non Dictates of Reaſon, and act repugnant to good Na- 
ure. For to argue this Caſe a little, if it were fit to ſup- 
pole that the Apoſtles were in the wrong and miſta- 


f Ms en, yet ſince they were holy and innocent in their Lives, 
E. bo ; ; . . * 
Preis ober, virtuous and ſincere, beneficent, loving and kind in 
aging heir Converſation among Men; it muſt be againſt the 


ommon Obligations of good Nature to treat them in ſuch 
manner. Now whatſoever is againſt good Nature, is 
polite to God, who bas inſerted the Principles of Ten- 
gerneſs and Goodneſs in a human Boſom, which ſhou'd 
ever be thrown off: But the Fews being under the Influ- 
nce of falſe Principles, and heated with miſtaken Zeal, 
lid not ſtart at ill Nature, Cruelty and Blood; nor were 
hey charm'd with the holy, bumble, meek, and Dovelike 
mocence of the Followers of Chriſt. 
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he Go 
un- E | | 

Fay And this is the Caſe before us. The falſe Principles of 
pri de Church of Rome having. deprav'd and corrupted the 
dona dinds of her Yoraries, a falſe Zeal put the Jrifþ upon 

n allo le moſt cruel Action in the World: It threw off the com- 
ion M non Principles of Humanity and Tenderneis of Nature, 
all th nd introduc'd an intolerable Fierceneſs, and in'atiable 
11d Mhirſt of Blood: It made them forget the Kindnets and 
ſnoud Compaſſion had been ſhewn themſelves, and ſtifled the 


houghts of Duty to a very merciful Prince, Obedience to 
de Laws, and Affection and Gratitude to their Neiw- 


e it ours and their Friends. Innocence made no inmpreition, 

to Wd Intreaties increas'd their Malice. Death, it felt didnt 

Ares tity, but Cruelty in the Execution was their peculiar 

1 thin leaſure and Delight. Thus they ſported with the Miſcra- | 

der le, and ſung to the Sighs, and Tears, and dying Cries 
ie Syn of the Innocent. I was too great a favour to be ſalfer d 
-1þ „e die, but Torture muſt be firit endur d'; and they pugg ns 


vd the wretched Maxim of Cl gde, 1:4 J, ae 
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| 8 eaſin 
ſentiat, Strike ſo that they may feel themſelves die; that ace lf 


the Pain and Terror might diſtract the Soul, and if pod. deavour 

ſible make the Patient miſerable for ever. 13 95 upon th 
; 5 i Oil 

Now tis impoſſible that this ſnou d reſult from any dei 1 


thing but the moſt abandon'd Principles. The Con- Ito put 
ſcience it ſelf muſt be corrupted, for there con'd be no Myc like! 
retence for this Exceſs ; for this coa'd not be Puniſhment N make tl 
at Malice, for Infant-Innocence it ſelf*did not eſcape. WM 
Torture. Infants ſnatch'd from the Boſom of their tender The 
Mothers, and ſometimes even from the Womb, were riety, 
toſs d upon the Pikes of theſe impious Wretches, and kept ¶ their ov 
as long a dying as they cou'd, To mangle Men alive, Conſpii 
and force them to eat their own Fleſh, is Cruelty that muſt means 
be inſpir'd by the Devil, and can be grateful to nothing Intereſſ 
elſe : But theſe Wretches having broke thro the Bonds a Provid. 
Nature, and bid Defiance to Grace; being poſſeſt with manner 
falſe Principles, and Fire inſtead of Zeal ; no Action was more e 
too vile for their inveterate Malice, nor no Sacrifice too Hof Po 
great for their Revenge. But I muſt add no more Reaſons Nome i: 
of this; I think, they may be all reduc'd to Ignorance and to bre 
Prejudice, a Hatred of God and Rèligion, Ambition, and the Di! 
the Luſt of Riches, and Power, and Error, and fall ter'd, 
Principles in a heated Mind, which corrupts and proſti-¶ fort of 
tutes the Conſcience. I proceed to the ſecond thing pro- the ho 
pos'd, wy there fo 


: 5 Jeruſa 

II. To expoſe this wretched Temper, by a view of the MM Found; 
Fruits and Effects, the Art and Cunning, and very great Wl Deſign 
Wickedneſs of it. To purſue this fully is too much for 


12 


this Diſcourſe; I can but juſt touch upon ſome of the 2.7 
Arts of the Wicked, by which they diſcover their Ms MW and 4 
lice, and proſecute their great Defign againſt the Rig T bis i: 
teous. PT . Impiet 
oy | | and N 
1. The Wicked lay ſecret Snares for the Juſt to ruin aud not fo 
aeftroy them. Thus Malice ſtrikes in the dark, and there I Apo: 

i a Baſenels in wicked Policy. Tis not eaſy to avoid the I the Cl 
Power of wicked Men, becauſe their Deſign is cover h the m. 
and their Pretence is Love: they purſue this Method in Conſp 
very Cifferent Forms, and if they can pollute, intim: nocen 
date, or deceive and impoſe upon the Juſt, their Pot Putat! 
is gain'd. They firſt ſtudy to tempt a good Man into been t 


bon Foliy, and then inſult him; for nothing is woe rr 
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the Proteſtants of Ireland. 11 ry 


pleaſing to an ill Man, than to ſee a good one in any 
that None Inſtance like himſelf. But if this Deſign fail, they en- 
poſ. ¶ deavour to frighten and terrify, or deceive and impoſe 
upon the Innocent: for this laſt purpoſe their Words are 
| as Oil, ſoft and kind; but the Poiſon of Aſps is under 
any their Tongue, and in their Mind the Deſign is Death, 
on- to put out our Eyes, and fix our Chain, and then treat 
no Mus like Sampſon, bring us into the Houle of their Gods to 
make them Sport. 


2 
=I 
=» 


nder The Papiſts have us d theſe Arts with very great va- 
nere Mriety, and with too much Succeſs have at once cover'd 
kept their own Murders and Treaſons, by ſpringing Plots and 
live, Conſpiracies among Proteſtants; and having by this 
muſt means diſgrac'd, divided and weaken d the Proteſtant 
bing Intereſt, inſulted it, and grew confident : and if Divine 
ds of Providence had not interpos'd in a very extraordinary 
with manner, it had been ruin'd by the Artifice of its Enemies 
was more effectually than it cou'd have been by open Attacks 
too of Power. And 'tis for this Reaſon that the Church of 
ſons Nome is fo buſy in forming Sects and ſpreading Errors, 
and to break us into Factions, and then turn the Reproach of 
and the Diſorders that reſult from the Principles they have ſcat- 
falſe {Witer'd, upon our Holy Religion. But we have the Com- 
ofti- ¶ fort of our Integrity, and a holy Appeal to God; and as 
pro- the holy Pſalmiſt, can lift up our Soul to him, Remember 
therefore, O Lord, the Children of Edom, in the day of 
Jeruſalem, when they cry'd, Raſe it, raſe it even to the 
e wha thereof, and God in Mercy will diſappoint their 
| Deſigns. 


2. Ill Men give a falſe Colour to their own Wickeaneſs, 
and a falſe Turn to the Piety and Virtue of the Juſt. 
I This is a neceſſary Art of the Wicked; for their own 
Impieties would make them odious, and their Cruelty 
and Malice be abhor'd, if ſome Art and Pretences were 
not found out to cover them: For this Reaſon Julian the 
Apoftate did not openly attack Chriſtianity, nor ſacrifice 
the Chriſtians expreſly for the Name of Chriſt; but under 
the moſt impious Pretence of Treaſon, be form'd cunning | 
Conſpiracies, and forc'd Interprerations of their moſt in- 
nocent Actions, and took away their Life and their Re- 
putation together. To die for their Religion wou'd have 
been their Glory, and the bleſſed Saints wou'd have re- 

3 K — —— B . 1 : joic'd 
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joic'd in the Croſs of their Redeemer : But he envy d 


ca 


them this holy Joy, and to cover his Malice againſt theyroach 
Son of God, . feign'd and invented Accuſations that might bor d; 
both ruin and reproach his Servants. And it muſt be fad 
this Art did not die with the Apoſtate, but the Modern the Re 
have improv'd the Example. | = A 
| | | | they 
Thus the Church of Rome calls her own Fury Zeal, and their E 
Truch Hereſy. Her Tyranny is cover'd with the Pre on of 
tence of Civil Power, and her Murders paſs for uftice 
"The moſt barbarous Cruelty is call'd the Love of Soul But 
and executed in the name of our moſt holy and mercifuſſand F 
Redeemer. Thus the Inquiſition deliver the condemr'qFious 4 
Saint into the Hands of the Secular Power, and beſcec{Wnent, 
him, by the Bowels of Chriſt, not to do the Priſoner an bright 
harm, tho tis their Intention to commit him to the Fr bed 3 | 
| and theiravow'd Doctrine, That the Civil Magiſtrate oughWtiele K 
= to be depos'd, and will certainly be damn d, if he don't M Englan 
ö thaſe to Death ſhe has ere for Hereſy. Thus they ſpeaWEnemi: 
Mercy, while they kill, and inſult, and mock the A as t. 
tyr5of Chrift, But how long, Bleſſed Jeſus, ſhall thy ii introdi 
finite Compaſlions be abus d How long ſhall thy inexpreliWtie Inf 
fible Tenderneſs and Love be made a Skreen to the mol Men w 
ſubtle, and yet moſt impudent Hypocriſy ! But, nt? 
ab] mu 

3. Open Falſhood and Lying is another Practice of which 

Wicked to accompliſh their Defign upon the Juſt. Beſidgto the 

the little Arts of Scandal and Reproach, and the aggr: Times, 

vating and tmproving upon the One. ny Miſcondut 4 kn 

{ good Men; which upon the matter is equivalent to dire e of 
i Lying, an infamous way of Abuie, and ſhews the Mali dals as 

| and unforgiving Temper and Spirit of the Wicked: 

Men don't ſcruple a direct Lye, but Malice ſupplies they. 4- T 

| with Confidence to report any thing. They know that * 
| Lye believ'd but alittle while may do a great deal of ME Nothi 
| - Chief, andfervetheir purpoſe much better than the Trutſ weans 
Thus they have imagin'd Miſchief, aud jharpen'd thi Kingao, 
7 ongues like a Serpent. Falſe Witneſſes riſe up againſt ! they u 
Righteous, and lay to their Charge things that they Too 1 preſs'd 

The Proud have forg d a Lye againft them, and the WIH Aich. 

ked every where purſue the ulf with Fallhopd. Our E Peace, 

mies the Papiſts have diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in this, a being i 

| their falſe Religion needs Lying and Fallhood for its Su'o thei 
Four and Support, How were Luther and Calvin peri klves,- 
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ated by falſe Tongues, and loaded with intolerable Re- 
xoaches 1 They were accus'd of Impieties their Souls ab- 
tor'd ; and Stories that wou'd make any but a harden'd 
Papift blaſh, were diſpers'd and ſcatter d abroad, to ſally 
the Reformation, and make its pions Authors odious. And 
when the Malice was detected, and the Falſhood expos d, 
they ſtill purſa'd em; in hopes by this means to abate 
heir Holy Zeal, and ſilence thoſe faithful Witneſſes of the 
don OI God. 5 | | 


But I need not look ſo far back for Inſtances of the Lying 
and Falſhood of the Wicked. Our own Learned and 
Pions Prelates and Clergy have met with the fame Treat- 
ment, and are inſufferably inſulted and abus'd. The 
Brightneſs of their Learning and Piety provokes the Wic- 
ked ; their ſteddy Conduct in preſerving the Intereſt of 
theſe Kingdoms, our Holy Religion, and the Churches of 
England and Ireland, is a Fault not to be forgiven by the 
Enemies of both. For what is it for which the Wicked 
maſh their Teeth at em? Is it not becauſe they refus'd to 
ntroduce Popery and Oppreſſion, and kept us both from 
the Infection and Power of that Religion, that either makes 
Men wicked, or ruins em for their Religion and Virtue's 
fake ? Tis for this reaſon that Lyes are ſcatter d about to 
amuſe ſome and terrify others: as if the ProteRant Intereſt, 
which they had fo much at heart, as to expoſe themſelves 


0 to the Ill- nature and Power of the Papiſts in the worſt of 


Times, was not now as dear to em as ever. But the Pa- 


4 % know no other way to divide and deſtroy the Heri- 


rage of God, but by ſuch falſe Surmiſes and infamous Scan- 


dals as theſe. Bat, 


4. To keep up perpetual Diſcord, Strife, and Contention, 
Is 57 Iuſtance of the Enmity and Malice of the Wicked. 
Nothilfg is more the Study of wicked Men, than by what 
means Contention may be kept alive, and the Church and 


LVingdom of the Son of Gad ſet on fire. For this purpoſe 


they unite, that they may promote Strife. This is ex- 


1 Preſs'd by Solomon to the full, Prov. 6, 14. He deviſeth 
Aiſchief continually; be ſoweth Diſcord, For the Unity, 


Peace, and Concord of. the Church, or of any Kingdom, 
being its beſt Security, Men of Deſign firſt divide in order 


Su to their Dominion. For when People quarrel among them- 
wives, and Factions are increas'd and heated, they grow _. 


yy 


— — — 
— = 


— . 


ſhould meet together, and Righteouſneſs and Peace ſheull 


Cn DS 


exceeding wicked: for the Notions of Right and Wrong, 


—. . 


Caſe of Popery; the Principles of the Religion it ſelf ate 


of Mankind and Humanity it ſelf. 
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negligent of the common Safety, and the Enemy find: 
means to inſinuate. Tis for this purpoſe that the Church of ſ 
of Rome ſends her Miſſionaries abroad to cauſe Diviſon Chur 
and cheriſh em, to write and preach booty (if in this Au. Hon, 
dience I may uſe that Expreſſion) to inſinuate on both der 
ſides, and irritate and provoke to. publiſh falſe DoQrines, Thus 
and introduce nice and curious Diſputes, to ſuppoſe Dan. for r 
gers, and excite Fears, to heat and inflame all Parties, and nent. 
betray the Church and Kingdom to that Foreign Power that That 
ſecretly ſupports theſe Incendiaries. It muſt have been Kiney 
from ſome ſuch cauſe as this, that our Diviſions have been ery 
ſo long kept up: for tho the Paſſions of Men, who. hav Kithe R 
much more Zeal than Judgment, naturally bring em into the ce 
ſuch meaſures as tend to Diſorder and Confuſion; tis evi- Deliev 
dent that the Violence with which our Diviſions have been Body. 
carry'd on, muſt reſult from the Fires having been ftir'd yy Abſar 
by People that ſome how hop'd to, find their account in Hur ve 
em: and we are ſure the Papiſts never wanted Inclination to Are oi 
increaſe the Flame. But our preſent Proſperity adds for {ver 
to their Diſcontent: they are afraid that Mercy and Trub har 
BD W 
kiſs each other; and the Church of God in theſe Kingdm WY houg 
ſhould have Peace. Fes. 5 5 Prevar 
Z ; 838 r gully e 
This Reflection brings us to conſider the very gret “ this 
Wickedneſs of this Enmity and Malice, and the Arts by the 
which tis expreſs'd. Reaſon and Humanity are violated , of-1 
in the higheſt degree by it, and the Conduct of the Wicked Mind fe 
is too enormous to be own'd : for this reaſon they ſeek BY = 
covert and pretence, and firſt dreſs up good Men like I m 
Devils, and then bait and worry em to death. But is Wicke 
this doing as they wou d be done by ? Is not this acting a. nd th 
gainſt the Light and Conviction of their own Minds! Monden 
But the truth is, the Principles, Prayer, and Religion of {Power 
the Wicked is Sin; and of courſe their Actions muſt be 17 
ri 5 
Virtue and Vice, are inverted in their boſom. This is the Mut thi 
IClent 
oppoſite to God: and where they have departed from th: ¶ re pec 
Goſpel of Chrift, they have abandon'd the common Reaſon Pe pare 
ER ning 
he Pr 
em he 


Wbat elſe is that wretched Principle, That no Faith » 4 
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. of ſome heated Men, but the avow'd Doctrine of that 
church, and is is nd to the common Principles of 


Au. {Honeſty and Truth, that ſhould keep the World in or- 
oth der, and without which it muſt become a Field of Blood. 
ies, Tbus too tis decreed by them that the Innocent ſhall die 
an- for not believing Impoſſibilities, that is, that the Sacra- 
and uental Bread is the very real Body of the Bleſſed Feſus : 
hat That the Body and Blood, Fleſh and Bones, the Arteries and 
een Sinews, and in a word all the Parts and Quantity of that 
een very Body which hung upon the Croſs, and now fits at 
ave the Right Hand of God, is at the ſame time contain'd in 
into the compaſs of an Inch: an Abſurdity impoſſible to be 
evi- pelievd, and an inſufferable Indignity to the Sacred 
been Body of our Redeemer. But tis their Religion to force this 
d ubfardity upon us! To this end they make inquiry into 
it in Hor very Thoughts, in. ſpite of common Senſe ; for they 
nt re only accountable to God. They uſurp an Authority 
orc; per the Mind, and put this queſtion to the Martyrs, 
Tuth What do you think of the Sacrament of the Altar? But 
ould y what Authority can any Power inquire into our 


dom {ET houghts ? However the Holy Martyrs cou'd neither 
Prevaricate nor be ſilent in ſo noble a Cauſe, but chear- 
gully exprels'd their Thoughts of this Point; vi. Thar 


orea WA” this Sacrament was the Sacred Commemorative Sign of 


s by KF the Body and Blood of Chriſt, and the real Exhibition 
lated g of the Benefits of his Sacrifice to every true'Believer :*, 
icht nd for this Holy Confeſſion were condemn'd to die. 


lik 1 mention this as an Inſtance of their inexpreſſible 


ut is Wickedneſs, becaaſe this was the great Article of Blood, 


vg . nd the co pany. lion For this the Holy Martyrs were 
inds? MF ondemn'd to the Fire; and whenever this Religion has had. 


Wight evince from the known Hiſtory of the Church of 
il, and of the great Apoſtacy of the Church of Rome. 
at the Maſſacres of Piedmont, Paris, and Ireland, are ſuf- 
cient Evidence of this Truth: But in this of Ireland, we 


Pe particular on, and the Cruelties ſo ſhocking and aſto- 


he Proof and Evidence of every Action, than to touch 


ahm bere. But I can't but make a Reflection or two upon 
pinion i he ſudden Unexpectedneſs of this Attempt of our Enemies, 


nd that they us d us in this manner unprovoł d, 


aower, Cruelty has ever been the Conſequence. This 1 


Fre peculiarly concern d. Tis too melancholy a Scene to 


Iſhing, that it's better to read em in the Hiſtories, with 
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| (1.) Twas unexpected, and a Surprize upon the Pu Mur 


ftants, who by ſo many Inſtances of Goodneſs had enter. the 
into Friendſhip and Commerce with em. But while thb fal 
fear d no danger, it overtook em; and the firſt YioknWickedr 
had incredible Effects. Forty or Fifty Thouſand Innocer 


were cut off in a barbarous manner, before the Proteſt; 
cou'd ſo much as think of Flight, and retire into TonWoreſlic 
or Houſes that might ſuccour and ſecure em. On this i 
Enemy grew wanton in their Wickedneſs, and ſporii ion. 
with the Miſerable; till by unheard of Ways, and v . 
riety of Tortures, above One Hundred and Fifty ThouſaW, Jr b 
Souls fell a Sacrifice to their infamous Ingratitude alice of 
Malice. And, | 25 
Enem 


(2.) As this was ſudden, fo twas unprovok d: for wiſh, will | 
are aſfur d by a very * Noble Hiſtorian, That the PapifMWcavout 
4 hed enjoy'd for many years a great Calm; That tees in 
were upon the matter abſolv'd from the ſevereſt Pally of 


of the Law, and diſpens d with for the greateſt : I ractior 
they were grown only a Part of the Revenue, witbe chief; 
dec any probable danger of being made a Sacrifice to th they 
1 Law: That they were look d upon as good Subjects new f 
© Court, and as goed Neighbours in the Country; all t the 


„ Reſtraints and Reproaches of former Times being f Higion, 


98 gotten.” But in the midſt of this Countenance e its v 
Reſpect they let us know, that the Wicked never ceaſes ; your 
plot againſt the Juſt, but gnaſneth upon him with his Tefpoſe, 
Dur Security invited the Enemy, and they improv'd tl 9 
Opportunity, as they will. always be fure to do to the tu.) I 
But I muſt paſs to the third and laſt Point. eaſe. 
| pMents 


III. Shem you the moſt proper and becoming Behaviout 
Good Men upon this Reflection, with a' peruliar Reſpe 
to the Occafion of this Day, 


I. We ought to be very cautious what Principles we e 
ceive, and ſhou'd firſt look to our ſelves ; for if our Pri 
*. , Gnnge: this horrid Temper will be introduqpoſiti 

of courſe, Looſe Principles by degrees work People up of 
poſitive Wickedneſs: and Ill-nature a little countenandgl | 


a. „ 


* Earl of Clarendon, ol. I. 5. 116. Lk 
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Ciße, and we ſhou'd forſake God, God will forſie m 


andPopery and Tyranm will be the Puniſpment of ur Fol 
For ſet us not deceive bur ſelves. An Infide! &% 4 Re. 


Ugions; and let him pretend hat he will, wil; be « H. 
rant, whether" hr cal Fimfelf 'Papift or Front, 
Mabometan: Having caſt off the Ae of God ant a pugg 


paree. 


i 


2. The new falſe Principles that ur nom advanc'd, ire nt 
Inſtance of the Deſigns of the Papifts to undo us, Thi; 
ought to be very ſolemnly conſider d; for if once it cons 
to be believ'd,, that either the People or the Civil Mag. 


ſtrate are the ſole Judges of what Doctrines are to be belies] 


we have nothing to do but to turn Papi 


. 


eme Power bids us. For tho the 
Yrinciples talk plauſibly of Liberty 
that Power might be in their own 


But let us lay our Hand upon our Heart, and think a lt 
tle of this: If there be no ſuch thing as the Church and 
Kingdom of the Son of God, a Society purchas d by the Blu 


of Jeſus, and call'd with a holy Calling under the Conduct f 
his Mini ters; in a bleſſed Communion with the Father, al 
with his Son Jeſus Christ, in order to the Fruition of Eternd 
Life: To what purpoſe have been our Contentions about 
Religion? Had this Doctrine been true in Eighty Five, the 8 


Papiſis need not have play d fo long a Game, nor put us to 
the Expence of the Revolution; but we had been obligd 
to ſubmit to the Religion of the then King; a ſhort Con 
miſſion to the Feſuits and Popiſh Priefts wou'd have been e. 
nough. For by theſe 1 W ies our Reverend Prelates, and 
Clergy and Univerſities muit have ſubmitted and relignd. 
And 1 hope tis worth notice, that thoſe Perſons, who ac: 
ally concur d to ſubvert all theſe, and turn'd Papicts in ol. 


< 


der to it, are the People that ftart this Doctrine, and give 
— 
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Wc ſped 
and taught; and the Authority of Chrift, and Influence of i; 
 Minifters be once thrown off; If once Popery can be counts. if 
nanc d by Power, wich God forbid, our Religion is lf 
in a moment, and 
We or %% en the dug 
Iufidel Authors of theſe F 
and Property, tis only that Power 
bands, and they might tread upon every body elſe; and for: 
this Reaſon they have taken care to ſubject not only the Bo Þ 
dies, but the Religion, and Souls, and Conſciences of Men to 
Civil Power. F FT OT 
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And tho Gentlemen may not ſee the Snare, this is one 
of the ſecret Conſpiracies of the Papiſts; and | 
Ples can be calculated and countenanc'd for no other ends 
but Abſolute Tyranny, Popery, and the Pretender. 


let us therefore follow the Conduct and Council of Hea- 
en, reverence the Inſtitutions of our Redeemer, keep to 
Fur Conſtitution both in Church and State, fear God, and 
„our the Queen, but meddle not with them that are giuen to 


Thi ange. Let me preis this a little, and recommend a du- 
on ſitu! Affection to the Per ſonm of to excellent a Queen. This 
Mag. of the laſt Importance to our Happineſs; . tor, the mere 
lied Mk cfpeRt to Power, without loyal Affections, bas not 
of ks reigbt enough to keep People up to that Obedience 
vant, hat is our Duty: and it muſt be obſervd, that the want 
s loft f this was one great Cauſe of the Inſolence of this terri- 


Die Rebellion we commemorate our Deliverance from; for 


5 0 
e they had had any Affection to their Prince, any Regard 


10 the 


dert ſo the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, any Reverence 
r own Mo the Laws, and above all, any Awe of God, and any 
id for WF rinciples of Honour and Conſcience, this Attempt had ne- 
e Bo er been made, nor cou'd poſſibly have been carry'd as it 


len to s. 1% 
| In fine, Let us offer up Thankſgiving to God with a pure 
Heart, confeſſing our Sins, while we acknowledg the inex- 


- 21it: 
"nd relübe Goodnels of God in our Deliverance. The I 


h and 


Nl ation has been twice deliver'd from the Power of Popery, 
4% d the bloody and cruel Deſigns of the Papiſts; which in- 
„ ales the Obligation to Thankfulneſs, and ſuch a Holy 
ernie as may ſhew forth the Praiſes of God our Father. 
about The Inſult of our Enemies this Day ſhou'd put us in mind 

ie, the r ur Sins, for which God was pleas'd to permit them to 
us to Maſtize us in ſo terrible a manner. Tis not enough to ce- 
bligd brate this Day, but our Joy ſhou'd be holy, and we ſhou'd 
Cod: Moearfully reflect on the Divine Goodneſs. While the Harp 
been the Viol, and Mine are in our Feaſts, let us not forget 

55 and e Lor d, and the Operation of his Hands But with a 
fond, "© Mind and Holy Hands give Thanks unto his Name, 

0 Ac pray with our Church The Lord of Heaven and © 
in d. th defend us from their Tyranny and Pride, that they 
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ſuch Princi- 


ever enter into his Vineyard again to the Diſturhance - 
bin poor filly Flock 3 but that they may be uterlycanfounded - 
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and put to flight in all Parts of the World: and he of 1; 
great Mercy ſo work in all Mens Hearts, by the migh 
Power of the Holy Ghoſt, that the comfortable Goſpel of þy 
Son Chriſt may be truly preach'd, truly receiy'd, and 1. 
follow d in all Places, to the beating down of Sin, Deaj 
the Pope, the Devil, and all the Kingdom of Antichri|: 
that like ſcatter d and diſpers'd Sheep, being at length; 
ther'd into one Fold, we may in the end reſt altogether ini 
Boſom of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, there to be Partihy 
of eternal and everlaſting Life, thro the Merits and Diu 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 


To God the Father, God the Son, and God the H 
Ghoſt ; to the King Immortal, Inviſible, the WM 
Wiſe God; be all Honour, and Glory, Mi 

— Majeſty, Dominion, Thankh ing, and all A48 

ration for ever and ever. Amen, F 
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